
Social Studies 10 
Winter Semester 2020  

Instructor:  Mr. Spangler   

Email:  peter.spangler@pattisonhighschool.ca     

Office Location & Hours:  Room 109 

Course Description:  

In Social Studies 10, students will be introduced to a collaborative inquiry class where we examine, contextualize, 

analyze and reflect on the major historical social phenomenon that have transformed the current state of Canadian 

national identity in the 21st century. Although Canada does not necessarily hold a “Global Super Power” role, it has 

adapted and responded to many of the major diplomatic, social and political global events in the modern era. As a 

result, Canada’s participation in the world’s events (since WWI) becomes the major subject matter of Social Studies 

10.   

  

Specifically, students will connect to Canada’s dark colonial heritage by critically analyzing historical social trends 

(such as that of the injustices committed against First Peoples) to draw connections to similar patterns and occurrences 

throughout both Canada, and the world’s, history. As a result, this course will further examine current social and global 

patterns by comparing them to historical events where injustices have been committed, while also simultaneously 

questioning the truth and validity of the perspectives that these recorded events have been constructed from. Lastly, 

students will excel in this class if they are responsive, open and thoughtful towards engagement in discussion and 

critical analysis of major topics that challenge their own personally held beliefs.   

Course Overview:  

Students will examine and be introduced to the following topics throughout the semester:   

  

• Basic research methods: Defining abstract concepts into objective vocabulary.   

• Major world Conflicts: World War 1, World War 2, the Cold War and the War on Terror.  

• Global institutions and organizations, including human rights legislation and labour law.   

• Conversations on race, class, religion, government, technological interdependence and economics regarding 

personal autonomy and agency.   

• Major global trends: Globalization, immigration, transportation, political ideology, slavery and human trafficking.   

• First people’s history, including colonialism, the Indian Act, major land treaties, governmental organization and 

residential school systems.   

• Major Canadian political events, including Confederation, Quebec Sovereignty and the Canadian Charter of Rights 

and Freedoms.    

• Canada’s involvement in peace keeping, the United Nations and NATO regarding conflicts such as the Korean War 

and Rwandan Genocide.     

Assessment Guideline:  

1. Discussion/Collaborative Participation: 25%  

2. Homework and Quizzes: 30%  

3. Midterm: 20%  

4. Final Exam: 25% 



CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS 

In regards to student expectations and class policies, the following apply: 

 

 TAKE RESPONSIBILITY for your actions, attendance, work habits, expected 

workload, homework, dues dates, and progress in our class. In order for you to 

learn and progress in our class you have to be accountable and participate. At 

times our lives “happen” and things may “fall apart.”   We also may make 

negative choices.  To help you work through this I have created 2 Days Grace 

which allows you to hand in assignments one to two days after their due date. 

Beginning on the 3rd day, 10% will be taken off your mark for the assignment 

per day until it is handed in. So 6 days late = 40% off (highest possible mark 

would be 60%) and WEEKENDS/HOLIDAYS COUNT. Projects and presentations 

are exempt from 2 Days Grace = the due date is the due date  

 TECHNOLOGY is part of our lives and smart phones and tablets can be great 

learning tools for collaboration, research, and making.  They can also draw 

your focus away from the learning at hand (the coursework, teacher, other 

students, and guests).  There will be times when these tools will be 

encouraged with clear permission; otherwise, they must be turned off and put 

away. Deciding when you can use these tools will be between what is obvious 

and/or necessary and what is negotiated by all members of the class 

community including myself.  

 


