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Course Description

English 12 course modules expand your existing knowledge and skill, challenging you to use what you know with

greater sophistication and precision. All elements of the redesigned English Language Arts program are built on
two foundations:

Big Ideas — concepts that students will understand by the end of their studies

Core Competencies — skills that students will use throughout their lives.

The B.C. Ministry and Yukon Education have identified three Core Competencies
(https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/competencies) that students will develop through the process of their education.
These Core Competencies are Communication, Thinking (both Creative and Critical thinking), and Personal and

Social (encompassing Positive Personal & Cultural Identity, Personal Awareness & Responsibility, and Social
Responsibility).

There are five Big Ideas that drive the curriculum skills and materials in the English Language Arts program.
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Course Goals

The goals of the course are broken down further —into Curricular Competencies (things students will need to
be able to do) and Content (information that students will need to know).

The Course Competencies —the goals for what students will be able to do at the end of the course of study -
are divided into two categories:

1. Comprehend and Connect = reading, listening and viewing texts and media, focus on being a savvy
consumer of communication texts.

2. Create and Communicate = writing, speaking and representing ideas and information, focus on being an
effective producer of communication texts.

Course Structure

The course may be a new format to students in several ways. There will be a focus on using inquiry questions in
learning, and in having students co-create questions, criteria for assessments, and criteria for classroom
expectations.

The course will require significant involvement on the part of the students.

The course will be focused around a theme, which will guide our process of developing inquiry questions,
analyzing texts, producing texts, and working together as a classroom learning community.

The theme for this course relates to The Power of Words.

To explore this theme and to develop and practice our questioning and communication skills, we will
watch/read/look at and create (with an emphasis on written and oral presentation or communication):
» short stories, » songs, » images, » novels, » multimedia texts, » presentations/talks »
poems, » video and films, > and scripts.

Assessment & Evaluation

Assessment: happens prior to and during the learning process. Teachers and students use the results and the
feedback to improve ongoing work and achievement. This includes regular peer and self-assessment.
Evaluation: happens late in the learning process, to determine whether or not the student has successfully
achieved mastery of a skill or has truly learned information.

Reporting: formal and informal reports communicate to students and their families the results of assessment
and/or evaluation.

Assessment, evaluations and formal reporting are focused on descriptive feedback. Assessment activities will
include but will not be limited to: reading out loud, formal written work, class discussions, quizzes, tests and
exams, classroom activities, group work, practice work, performances and presentation.

Assessment will be completed using a variety of tools, including but not limited to: scales, rubrics, checklists
and other formats using clearly communicated criteria that students know prior to being assessed or evaluated.



Students will be involved in the process through self and peer assessment

Not every student learns the same way or at the same pace. The same learning target can be measured with
more than one type of activity. There will be times when students will have some choice in how they show
what they know and can do. Other times, they will have to complete required formats, even if this requires
them to stretch out of their comfort zone, because it moves them into their zone of proximal learning.

This course will include (but not be limited to) the following content:

Students will study various writing techniques and essay genres such as exposition, narration,
reflection, and persuasion. They will inquire into the elements of each technique through essays, debates,

discussions, and creative pieces.

— Students will examine, develop and design effective speaking techniques, and work on performing
monologues in class. They will work through inquiry based projects in which they will create personal
monologues, collaborate to generate new ideas, and perform their speeches in class.

— Students look at how communication works across different genres.

— Students will look at First Peoples’ Oral Traditions and Principles of Learning,
and how language builds meaning and forms a part of personal and cultural identities.

Students inquire into diversity, conflict, community, and environment by
analyzing critical local or global issues, and creating campaigns to advocate for causes. Students will also reflect

deeply on self-determination and wellbeing.

— Students choose a novel to examine throughout the semester, and will engage in
discussions and debates based on their chosen text. Students will also critique their novels through mini
assignments that focus on summaries, themes, character development, and plot.



Evaluation Scheme

Quizzes Assignments,
and Tests Participation  Final Midterm Projects, or
homework
20% 15% 20% 15%
30%

*Important note about the Evaluation Scheme: This semester has an amended evaluation scheme.
The Evaluation Scheme is not the same as some previous semesters, so please familiarize yourself
with it.

Amendments to the Current Evaluation Scheme and Additional Information for the Winter 2022
Semester:

1. ATTENDANCE & PUNCTUALITY

a. Be on time and notify the teacher when you will be absent. Do not ever leave campus without permission during
school hours in-case of an emergency.

b. If you are sick, notify the teacher via email and do not come to class. You will require proof of sickness in the
form of a note that is either signed by your parent, home-stay guardian or a doctor. You must also leave a
contact number for the person who signs the note for verification purposes.

2. PLAGIARISM AND ACADEMIC DISHONESTY

a. Plagiarism and academic dishonesty cannot be tolerated under any circumstance. From the Teacher’s
perspective, it is very simple to recognize when a student is not using original work. If you do not understand
how NOT to plagiarize, please speak to me privately so I can show you! Multiple occurrences must and will be
reported to the principal.

3. MISSED WORK & GRADES

a. Ultimately, if you have missing work your grades will be negatively affected. I will always give students the
chance to make up work (within reasonable circumstance) to earn better marks. However, be prepared to
defend your position as to why you should have the privilege to re-do, complete extra or make up missed work.
If you miss a course-work deadline and subsequently skip your make-up date, you will be awarded a zero — no
exceptions.




Important note about the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic:
The safety of your classmates, teachers, and the rest of the learning community is one of the
highest priorities as we deal with the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. For this reason, you are
expected to wear a mask at all times in the classroom. Do not congregate outside the classroom
space as this puts your health at risk. Your teacher will try their best to create seating
arrangements with social distancing in mind, but it is also your personal responsibility to make
sure you are two feet away from your classmates as much as possible. Regularly sanitize or
wash your hands, and if you are feeling unwell, please follow the school’s advice and contact
your advisor. Let’s keep ourselves and each other safe and healthy.

Additional Expectations:

Adhere to the plagiarism policy (see the handout from the first week of class)

Contact your teacher in case of questions or if help is needed
Catch up with missed work

Submit work on time

Inform advisors of absence

Maintain a respectful and safe classroom environment for all

For more information, please email Ms.Subramaniam at jyotsna.subramaniam@pattisonhighschool.ca
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